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He set out, then, that day from Versailles, at about two
o'clock in the day, in company with the Regent, the Duchesse
de Ventadour, the Due du Maine, and the Marshal de Villeroy,
passed round the ramparts of Paris, without entering the city,,
and arrived at Vincennes about five o'clock, many people and
carriages having come out along the road to see him.
On the day after the arrival of the King at Vincennes, the
Regent worked all the morning, with all the secretaries of
State separately, whom he had charged to bring him the list
of all the lettres de cachet issued from their bureaux, and a
statement of the reasons for which they were delivered, as such
oftentimes were slight. The majority of the lettres de cachet
of exile and of imprisonment had been drawn up against Jan-
senists, and people who had opposed the constitution; numbers
the reasons of which were known only to the deceased King,
and to those who had induced him to grant them; others were
of the time of previous ministers, and among them were many
•which had been long forgotten and unknown. The Regent re-
stored everybody to liberty, exiles and prisoners, except those
whom he knew to have been arrested for grave crimes, or
affairs of State; and brought down infinite benedictions upon
himself by this act of justice and humanity.
Many very singular and strange stories were then circulated?
which showed the tyranny of the last reign, and of its minis-
ters, and caused the misfortunes of the prisoners to be deplored.
A-mong those in the Bastille was a man who had been impri-
soned thirty-five years, arrested the day he arrived in Paris,
on a journey from Italy, to which country he belonged. It has
never been known why he was arrested, and lie had never
been examined, as was the case with the majority of the others.
People were persuaded a mistake had been made. When his
liberty was announced to him, he sadly asked what it was ex-
pected he could do with it ? He said he had not a farthing;
that he did not know a soul in Paris, not even a single street,
or a person in all France; that his relatives in Italy had,
doubtless, died since he left; that his property, doubtless, had
been divided/so many years having elapsed during which no

